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News Clippings on Hong Kong Cetaceans (2000 or before)

Hopes rise for danger dolphins 1996.03.03 (Source: SCMP)

HK dolphins doomed, say world experts 1996.07.04 (Source: SCMP)

Calls for research as porpoise deaths increase 1997.02.17 (Source: SCMP)
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DDT found in dead dolphins 2000.08.07 (Source: SCMP)

Hopes rise for danger dolphins
1996.03.03 (Source: South China Morning Post)

A MARINE expert believes there could be>four times more dolphins swimming off Lantau
Island than earlier thought.

Dr Tom Jefferson, Ocean Park:Conservation Foundation research associate, said there
were likely to be more than.230 Chinese white dolphins near the north Lantau coast,
compared to initial estimates of about 80.

Environmentalists have expressed fears that the dolphin community was endangered by
construction of the new airport at Chek Lap Kok, and have been campaigning for their
protection.

The news comes in preliminary findings of a two-year survey project financed by the
Airport Authority and the Agriculture and Fisheries Department, which began in
September.

Dr Jefferson said the apparent discrepancy was due to different survey methods and did
not mean the number of animals had increased.
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"It is too early to assess whether dolphin numbers are increasing or decreasing," he said.
Two research assistants patrolled the north Lantau coast in a boat, recording all dolphin
sightings since November.

Dr Jefferson carried out a computer analysis of the figures using international standards of
animal behaviour to estimate how many more dolphins were in the survey area.

His assessment, which has just been completed, was based on more scientific evidence
than the earlier estimate, compiled from photographs of dolphins withsindividual
characteristics identified by researchers.

Friends of the Earth spokesman Lisa Hopkinson was pleased by the increase in dolphin
estimates.

But she said that it showed how much work had beenleft to conservationists and that a
great deal of Government support was needed.

HK dolphins doomed, say world experts
1996.07.04 (Source: South Chinaorning Post)

The headlong rush for economic development is likely to doom the Chinese white dolphin
to extinction, international'eéxperts warned yesterday.

Dr Bernd Wursig, of the Texas A & M University, said: "If growth continues without proper
concern for environmental issues, | think the environment in Hong Kong is heading for
real . . . disaster."

Cetacean specialists were speaking after a workshop designed to devise a management
strategy for two species, the Chinese white dolphin and the finless porpoise.

Experts called for a halt to development of the North Lantau area, a reduction of pollution
levels and a coastal management plan for the dolphins' favourite feeding and nursery
grounds. Strict regulation of dolphin watching, a survey of fisheries in the proposed
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sanctuary and underwater acoustic monitoring were also recommended.

Dr Wursig said Hong Kong should be ashamed of wiping out one of its rarest species,
which the Government was bound to conserve under the Rio Convention on biodiversity.

Dr Victor Cockcroft, of South Africa's Port Elizabeth Museum, said there was no doubt
about the dolphins' fate. "You can forget about them," he said.

Unless the Government made reserves ecologically meaningful and not.just "nice little
green parks" they would be pointless.

The proposed sanctuary north of Lantau around Sha Chau and-Lung Kwu Chau would be
too small to be of any real benefit. "It is not going to save thhiem," he said. But he said it was
worth establishing the sanctuary to raise awareness abgut the marine environment.

Dr Wursig said the increasing amount of pollutants pumped into the sea spelled disaster
for the dolphins.

Toxic contamination lowered dolphins‘reproductive ability and increased their
susceptibility to parasites and viruses- including the killer morbillivirus, which has
devastated cetacean populations elsewhere in the world.

"If it goes through this population as it has with several populations of bottlenose dolphins,
striped dolphins in the-Mediterranean and grey seals in North Sea, then we could have a
real disaster right here," he said.

Calls for more research as porpoise deaths increase
1997.02.17 (Source: South China Morning Post)

If you do see one, it may look like a discarded tyre afloat in the territory's waters.

But finless porpoises, lacking a distinctive dorsal fin, are rarely seen. They are also one of
the territory's most endangered species.
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Listed in appendix one of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Flora and Fauna (CITES), which means all trade is banned, the finless porpoise is one of
two cetaceans resident in Hong Kong.

Despite a wide range from southern Lantau to Sai Kung, the rarely seen and little
understood shiny black porpoise is far less familiar than the Chinese white dolphin.

During a three-year study of the Chinese white dolphin researchers found an increasing
number of dead porpoises.

Last year record numbers of finless porpoises washed up dead-- 15 compared to seven in
1995 and four in 1994. So far this year two have been found stranded.

Analysis of their tissues and mothers' milk revealed.that, like the Chinese white dolphins,
the finless porpoises are suffering from toxic coptamination by organochlorines, including
the pesticide DDT.

Increasing pollution and disturbance ofthe marine environment are potential threats to the
species but as so little research hasbeen conducted, much about the porpoises remains a
mystery.

Scientists have no idea ofthe size of the population, or whether the porpoise species is
unique.

Finless porpoises are found throughout Asia and one population in China's Yangtze River
has been put on the red list of the World Conservation Union's endangered species.

Dolphin researcher Chris Parsons said: "There could be finless porpoises all around the
South China coast or there might be a couple of populations in Hong Kong, Xiamen and
another estuary.

"It may be that the Hong Kong population could be classified as endangered under the
union - but we have to know how many there are to know how serious 15 deaths a year is
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- it seems quite a lot."

Agriculture and Fisheries Department senior conservation officer Lay Chik-chuen said it
was awaiting approval for a multi-million dollar study into the porpoises.
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DDT found in dead.dolphins
2000.08.07 (Source:cSouth China Morning Post)

Pesticides and heavy metals may be responsible for killing the dolphins whose bodies
keep washing up on beaches.

A dolphin calf found dead near Tuen Mun and a 10-year-old female adult found near the
Ting Kau Bridge last week were not exceptions, experts said.

More than half of the dolphins that die each year are newborns, and autopsies have
revealed traces of the pesticide DDT and other pollutants in the bodies of adults and
calves. But researchers have been unable to identify the specific factors responsible for
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killing the dolphins, an estimated 1,000 of which live in the Pearl River Delta.

This year, seven bodies have been found. "We don't know the extent that pollution affects
animals, but we have found traces of pollutants like DDT and heavy metals in the dolphins
that can affect the immune system,” said Samuel Hung Ka-ya, an Ocean Park researcher
and member of the Finless Porpoise Project.

The project is a government-sponsored group studying the dolphin population. Its
scientists were given $8 million by the Government for the four-year study.

Mr Hung said pesticides were considered a possible explanation because of the high
number of calves among the dead dolphins. The mammals wegre swimming in the same
stew of industrial waste and raw sewage that caused healtty'problems for people in the
Pearl River Delta. The number of dolphin deaths had stayed fairly consistent at about a
dozen a year, Mr Hung said.

"The populations are not going to disappearin-five years, but they will dwindle unless we
start cleaning things up now," said Bill LeyMerett, general manager of Dolphinwatch, a tour
company that takes visitors to see thepink dolphins.

According to Mr Leverett, the number of potential tourists seeking dolphin sightings is
rising, but the harbour pollution problem is getting worse.

Hong Kong discharges. more than two million tonnes of sewage and industrial effluent daily,
nearly 80 per cent of it untreated, according to government figures.
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