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Mud pits proposed near white dolphins
2009.08.14 (Source: South China Morning Post)

The government is having trouble finding ways to handle the huge amount of mud -
equivalent to the size of 200 Olympic-sized swimming pools and partly contaminated -
resulting from the construction of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau bridge.

Measures under consideration include dumping less contaminated mud in mainland
waters and using the rest to reclaim land for the new link road and border facility
connecting to the bridge.
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The government also proposes forming new mud pits near Brothers Islands - home to
about 30 to 40 Chinese white dolphins in summer and autumn - prompting calls for less
reclamation to minimise dredging work.

A total of 172 hectares of land will be reclaimed for building the bridge's local section and
ancillary facilities, comprising the 130-hectare border-crossing facility, 23 hectares for a
road linking the facility and the bridge, and 19 hectares for a road linking Tuen Mun and
Chek Lap Kok.

In an environmental impact assessment report released for public consultation today, the
government's consultant said the dredging works involved in building sea walls and a
tunnel section of the link road would generate more than 500,000 cubic metres of marine
sediment.

Sediment assessment found heavy metal content, including silver and nickel, in some of
the mud that exceeded government standards.

WWEF senior conservation officer Alan Leung Sze-lun said the government had consulted
his group on ways to manage the mudsfrom the bridge project.

'Instead of disposing of the mud‘in questionable ways, we think the government should
scale down the reclamationy Mr Leung said.

WWEF proposed building the link road connecting the bridge and border-crossing facility in
the form of a low viaduct to avoid reclamation.

Cheng Luk-ki of Green Power warned that a number of dolphins were found dead during
the reclamation for the new airport more than 10 years ago.

To mitigate the impact, the government's consultant proposed setting up a marine park at
Brothers Islands and said construction work should be stopped whenever dolphins were

spotted within 250 metres of the construction site.

Dolphin Conservation Society chairman Samuel Hung Ka-yiu urged the government to
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monitor work in Zhuhai and the Pearl River Estuary, where 1,500 dolphins had been
recorded. The marine park proposed at the Brothers should also be several times larger
than the reclaimed border-crossing facility.

A Transport and Housing Bureau spokesman said the project's uncontaminated and
less-contaminated mud would be disposed of in mainland waters. It was looking for a
suitable disposal site, and approval from the State Oceanic Administration would be
sought.
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